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~ CHINA LAXE, Calif., July 8 — Fed-
eral investigators and prosecutors say
they are increasingly concerned about
the extensive lllegal exporting of arms
and sophisticated technology from. the|
United States to countries suchas leya
andthe Soviet Unlon, ' =7 /itiad: o
As examples of what they view as’ a
serious and growing national. security
problem, the law-enforcement officials
cite the theft.of military equipment
from the Naval Weapons Center here.
and the involvernent of former weapons
specialists - at the center In rtrainlng
Libyan termr!sts e = ..m";.i

© Neither case has been raolved. .The
investigators and prosecutors involved
inthe China Lake cases say that it is evi-
dent from these and similar cases that
‘senior American officials are neither
fuily aware of the severity of the prob-
lam of illegal arms exports nor prepared
totake sufticient steps to deal withit..

Inresponse, senior officials of the Jus-
tice, State, Commerce and Treasury De-
partments say they realize there is a
problem of illegal exports and concede |-
that the Government has been slow to
mobilize efforts against it. They place

the blameon rﬂdeml bureancratic iner- -

tia,

There have been anegatxons in legal
proceedings that the Central Intelli-
gence Agency is behind some of the illes
gal activity connected with the China
Lake cases, supposedly to exchange
-American military hardware for sophis| -
. ticated Soviet radar equipment, but the
'ager.cy denies it. Federal prosecutors
say they are generally satistied with the
denial, although some say they arenct
entirely convinced by it. .

The tirst incident at the Naval Weap-

“ons Center, an instaitation in the barrens.

reaches of the Mojave Desert that con-

ducts highly ciassifiei research in ex-

_plosives and electremic warfare,  oc-
curred in Septernoer 19,9, when officials |

‘here discoverec :Fat !') Starlight infra.

red nightscopes, » 'ow-light television|
:camera and a smail remcte-control heli- |t
-copter were missing.

* reau of Investigation ~us called in, and |’

its agents were told by some suspect em-
ployees that they had stolen the goods as
‘part of a C.1.A.-sanctioned plot, to ob-
tain Soviet radar equipment for study. ':

~7e Federal Bu-|~

B A R

Later. there was a chain of arrests
and indictments in Philadelphia and

Lexington, Ky., involving the illegal po-

" session of weapons and further talk

.about.arms. deals in leya mvolvmg»

«Sovist electronic equipment. -
“*%Then, last December;: officials said
they learned that two other civilian em-
- ployees of the center, while on leave in
15876 and 1977, apparently traveled to
Libya, where they served as instructors
in handling explosives at a camp for
training terrorists set up by Edwin C.
Wilson and Francis E. Terpil, two ior-
mer C.ILA. agents.. Mr. -Terpil and Mr.
. Wilson are now under. indictrnent for
‘conspiring to transport explosxva ille-
gallytoLibya.-
Despite the mtersectmns between the
- two cases, including the fact that they
 both involved employees at the Naval
“Weapons Center, the Justice Depart-
~ment has not coordinated investiga-
‘tions. ‘When the first case started to
-spread to disparate jurisdictions around

"| r the nation, officials in the department’s

criminal division rejected a request by
<.the United States Attorney in Philadel-
: phia that the investizations there and in
Lexington and California be handled by |
‘an interagency investizative force.

' $Fumbling Around the Country’

- “Webanged our head against the wall
* for months trying to get some coordina-

tion,” said Roberto Rivera-Soto, a for-

' _mer Assistant United States Attorney in

- Philadelphia now in private practice.
* **Some kind of task force should have
. beenorganized. Instead, we had a bunch |!
" of assistant United States attorneys |
" fumbling around the country because |
they didn’t lmow what each other was
domg -

One result of the lack of coordmation
officials said, was a 13-month gap be-
; tween the discovéry of the thelt of hard-
. ware at China Lake and indictments in
the case by a grand jury in Fresno,
Calif. As a result, ofticials said, a trialis
to begin next month on the charges in|
: the first of the complex sequence of
. events, long after cases involving later
- phases of the sequence were tried. That
. reverse sequence, officials sald, has

hampered prosecution efforts.

Senior ofticials in the Justice Depart-
ment acknowledged that they had de-
‘ clined requests to coordinate the various
investigations. They said that the flow
of . lnvwngative information between
~agencles and prosecutors was satjsfao-
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_technology export could take several
; Torms. In some cases, legitimate export

| explosives. Mr. -Wilsonr-and Mr: Terpil
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opucs and weapons technology to the
Soviet Union, a number that investiga-
tors said was probably a fraction of the
actual total. .

Ofticials said that illegal weapons and

-licenses are obtained from the Govern-
‘ment uncer the pretext that the gocds
are bemg shipped to a Western Euro-
pean nation; they are subsequently
transshxpped from Western Europe to
the Soviet Union. In other cases, fraudu-
lent export licenses are obtained by
bribing Government oificials. Several
_cases of both types have been prosecut-
ed, with several convictions. .

Matthew T. Crosson, deputy chief of
ithe fraud bureau in the Manhattan Dis-
.trict Attorney’s office said an investiga-
‘tioninto gun smugzling by Frank Terpil”
in 1979 found evidence of widespread
illegalarms shipments to Labvg v1a Por—
'Laal.. ..._: Llitee oyt ‘3«*\""‘ :

MLTerpll and Mr. leson race Fed-
eral charges of shipping large amounts
of explcsxvestombya aspartolaplanto
train- Libyans in terraristtechniques.
Mr..Wilson, Mr. Terpil'and-Jerome S..
‘Brower,:a Cam’orma explosives manu-
facturer said to have-participated in the
planjzwere mdxctedaszasmngton in.
l\pmm . é*\?\-"@‘ -':5 #h

Mr, Srower pleaded guilty earlier tl'us
Year to one count:of:illegally shipping

are living aorcad and. have not been ap-,

prehended L r;-lp,m,x;" v P R 1 3
The: certain.connection-of-one of the

China Lake cases.tosthe Wilson-Terpil

operation and suspicions, 30 far wnorov-
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